suit this type of vessels; in the canalized sections they
are 12 meters wide and 300 meters long, in the pure
canal sections they have a length of 210 meters.
The Jura Range being very scantily supplied with
wafer, it is exceedingly difficult to provide the watershed
level of the canal with the quantities of wafer necessary
for operating the locks. Hence a plan has been worked
out whereby it will be possible to conduct feed water
from the Lech, a southern tributary of the Danube, into
the summit reach'of the canal up to the rate of 75
cubic meters per second, according to the flow of water
in the Lech River. And this furnishes the further possibi-
lity of exploiting the current of water in the shipping
route by means of power plants, thus providing a finan-
cial basis for the entire undertaking. These power plants,
together with those in the shipping canal proper, will
amount to an annual average total of 242.000 H P, capable
of producing annually 1423 million kilowatt hours.
The feeder canal, on which the flow of wafer in the
main canal and the operation of the locks depend, branch-
es off from the Lech at a point 25 kilometers below
Augsburg and, in natural descent, carries the wafer info
a large reservoir in the watershed reach. The reservoir
will hold 10 million cubic meters of water so that the
canal can be kept navigable for four weeks by means, of
this supply alone if, for any reason, the feed supply should
be cut off.
That part of the program of construction on which
work is now going on comprises the section of the Danube
from Passau to Regensburg, 155 kilometers long, and the
section of the Main from Aschaffenburg to Wurzburg.
This is practically one half of the great system-joining
link which is to he completed within a few years. The
big Kachlet reach has already been finished. Other
parts already in operation are a canal reach on the upper
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